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?
• Funders

• Donors

• Projects

• Networks

• Commercialization

• Entrepreneurship

• Bibliometrics

where is research impact?
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some examples of impact systems
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Performance Based Research Fund (2018 assessment year)
Research outputs: 70%
Research Contributions: 30%
• Maximum 15 examples of

o Peer esteem
o Contributions to the discipline/environment (i.e. grad student supervision)
o Funding
o Awards/prizes
o Capacity building
o Peer review
o Invitations to present
o Outreach & engagement (narrative)
o Uptake & impact (narrative)

2007: PBRF allocated $231M



1. Excellence in Research for Australia (2018 assessment year)
2. Engagement and Impact Assessment (2018 assessment year)

a) Engagement
a) Cash support from research end-users (specified HERDC* Category 1 and Categories 2, 3, and 4). 
b) HERDC research income (specified Category 1 and Categories 2, 3, and 4) per FTE. 
c) Proportion of specified HERDC Category 1 grants to total HERDC Category 1

i. grant amount 
ii. number of grants

d) Research commercialisation income

b) Impact
a) qualitative information in the form of impact studies, supplemented with quantitative information 

if relevant (impact and approach to impact are rated separately)
a) the impact of the research (case study)
b) the approach to impact 

2013 ERA cost $34.5M reviewing $8.7B research invested during assessment period but no financial return 
from assessment

*Higher Education Research Data Collection: gov’t ministries, industry associations, health charities
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• 6,975 impact case studies

• 149 fields of research

• 60 impact topics

• 36 UoAs

• 3,709 unique pathways to impact

• £7,000/REF submission (estimate)

• £246M total cost (£55M for panel 

assessment) 

• £2B funding allocated
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A globally leading network that enables 
researchers and their partners to demonstrate 

contribution to and impact of research excellence

@researchimpact



@researchimpact



@researchimpact



@researchimpact



Interview questions (from contribution analysis)

1. Context: a) History; b) Role; c) Inputs; d) were these resources adequate; e) who had 
control over these resources? 

2. Responsibility: a) Activities; b) Responsibility; c) Other roles?

3. Engagement/involvement: a) People; b) How were you engaged; c) Gaps; d) Others to 
engage; e) Others – what if they had been engaged?

4. Awareness/reaction: a) Aims; b) Beliefs; c) Reaction

5. Capacity/knowledge/skills: a) What capacity/skills did you need; b) did you have the 
resources to do so?

6. Changes: a) For you; b) More broadly; c) Unanticipated

7. Impact: a) longer term change; b) Attribution - other factors involved

8. Next Steps: a) Current state – are you still engaged in the project; b) Where to from here?



OCRFV

respondents

Community 
members 

EAWAG, 
Guelph, RIC 

• 4 interviews
• 15 hours (not including transcription)
• Approx. $1,500 (vs £7,000/REF 

submission )
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