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Who are we? 

  One of six National Collaborating Centres 

for Public Health created by the 

Government of Canada to renew and 

strengthen public health. 

 



NCC 

Aboriginal 

Health 
Prince George, 

BC 

NCC 

Environmenta

l Health 
Vancouver, BC 

NCC 

Infectious 

Diseases 
Winnipeg, MB 

NCC 

Methods 

and Tools 
Hamilton, ON 

NCC 

Healthy 

Public 

Policy 
Montreal and 

Quebec City, PQ 

NCC 

Determinant

s of Health 
Antigonish, NS 

3 

http://www.nccah-ccnsa.ca/
http://www.ncceh.ca/
http://www.nccid.ca/en/home
http://www.nccmt.ca/
http://www.healthypublicpolicy.ca/2/Home.htm
http://www.nccdh.ca/


Methods and tools for what? 

 sharing what  

 works in public health 
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What is  

Evidence-Informed Public Health? 

 … the process of distilling and 

disseminating the best available evidence 

from research, context and experience, and 

using that evidence to inform and improve 

public health policy and practice.  
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Stages in the process of 

Evidence-Informed Public Health 
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Why implement  

Evidence-Informed Public Health? 

 Do what works …  

 and don’t do what does not work! 
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A Model for Evidence-Informed  
Decision-Making in Public Health 
  



Barriers to Evidence-Informed  

Public Health 

• Lack of time 

• Difficulty accessing research 

• Lack of skills or confidence with critically appraising 
evidence 

• Difficulty interpreting results  

• Challenges with applying research findings to local 
context and setting 

• Insufficient power or support to make a change 

• Environment/organizational culture 

 
(Keifer et al.,2005; Retsas, 2000; Thomas et al., 2004) 



What are methods and tools? 

• standardized procedures or products that 

help you access or use information for 

decision making.  
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For example? 

They could be  

• regular and systematic approaches  

• sets of organized steps or rules, or  

• instruments, guidelines or manuals. 
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NCCMT Products and Services 
www.nccmt.ca 
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The Registry of Methods and Tools 
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Yukon River, Whitehorse, YT 

Photo taken during an NCCMT workshop on evidence-informed decision making, March 2011 



What is the Registry of  

Methods and Tools?  

• A free, searchable, online collection of 

knowledge translation methods and tools 

relevant to work in public health 
 

• The Registry contains summaries of, 

references for, and web-links (where 

available) to methods and tools 

 

14 



CIHR definition of  

Knowledge Translation 

 

 A dynamic and iterative process that 

includes synthesis, dissemination, 

exchange and ethically-sound 

application of knowledge to improve the 

health of Canadians, provide more effective 

health services and products and 

strengthen the health care system 
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Knowledge Translation  
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Synthesis 
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Application Exchange 

Critical 
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Tools 
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Practice 
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Implementing 

Practice 

Guidelines 

Toolkit 
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How have the Registry’s methods and 

tools helped our users?  

“The A&T Tool allows a 

more structured and 

thorough discussion of 

the factors, in addition to 

the research, that impact on 

a final decision re: 

implementing or stopping a 

program.”  
 

– Public Health Project 

Specialist 

A tool for doing knowledge 

application 
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http://www.nccmt.ca/registry/user_story/eng/2.html


“The RNAO toolkit is an easy 

to follow, easy to use guide to 

planning for any 

implementation (not just 

guidelines), and it makes for 

an organized approach to 

planning, implementing and 

evaluation.”  
 

– Public Health Manager 

A tool for planning, doing, and 

evaluating knowledge 

application 
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http://www.nccmt.ca/registry/user_story/eng/2.html


What’s in the Registry? 

Summary of titles 

and brief 

descriptions of 

the 91methods 

and tools 

currently in the 

Registry 
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How do Methods and Tools make it 

into the Registry?  

Summary Writing 
summary statement 

Data Extraction 
pull info on KT resource 

Inclusion Screening 
screen relevant resources 

Search Strategy 
gather KT methods and tools – lit review, referral  
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How do Methods and Tools make it 

into the Registry?  

After the Summary is written, it is:  

Sent to Editor 

Sent to Developer/Author for Feedback 

Sent to French Translator 

Posted to Registry 

Promoted to network subscribers 
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What’s in a Summary Statement?  

References and links to resources 

Method/Tool Development 

Implementing the Method/Tool 

Evaluation and Measurement 

Description 

Relevance for Public Health 
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Enhancing the Registry of Methods 

and Tools: Literature Search (2011) 

• Comprehensive search of published 

literature related to KT and public health 

Jan06 - Jan11 

• Search terms limited to title, abstract, or 

subject headings 

• 6 bibliographic databases:  

 The Cochrane Library, MEDLINE, EMBASE, 

CINAHL, PsychInfo, Sociological Abstracts 
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Screening Methodology 

• 2 independent reviewers at each level of 

screening (title/abstract; full-text) 

• Criteria: 

1.  About KT 

2.  Relevant to public health; applicable to more      

     than one domain/content area  

3.  A method or tool 
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Classification 

• After completing screening, 2 reviewers 

identified resources as:  

• Method or Tool (one or the other) 

• KS, KD, KE, or KA (all that apply) 

• Generated keywords to describe content of 

the method/tool and target audience 
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42 729 

562 

105 

 

Classification 
and Prioritization 

Records 

screened  

(title/abstract) 

Methods and 

Tools identified  

for Registry 

Literature Search Results 
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Full-text 

articles 

screened 



Records identified 

(n = 53 822) 

Records screened 

(n = 42 729) 

Full-text articles 

assessed for eligibility 

(n = 562) 

Resources identified for 

Registry inclusion 

(n = 105) 

Methods 

(n = 84) 

Tools 

(n = 21) 

KS 

(n = 28) 

KD 

(n =17) 

KE 

(n =32) 

KA 

(n = 35) 

KS 

(n = 7) 

KD 

(n = 3) 

KE 

(n =4) 

KA 

(n = 12) 

Records excluded 

(n = 42 167) 

Full-text articles 

excluded  

(n = 457) 

Duplicates removed 

1. It is about KT 

2. It is relevant to 

public health 

1. It is about KT 

2. It is relevant to public health; 

applicable to more than one 

domain/content area 

3. It is a method or tool R
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Prioritization 

Higher priority resources are those that have: 
 

• Specific demand from users 

• Current relevance to public health; 

identified as hot issue by public health 

professionals 

• High utility/tangibility for use by public 

health professionals --- tools may be 

prioritized over methods 
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Reflections on the Literature 

Search 
• Everything takes longer than expected 

• Identified more methods than tools 

• Registry is evolving --- but so is KT and so 

is public health 

• Some challenges re: different perspectives 

• What counts as KT in public health? 
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Next Steps 

• User feedback and evaluation 

• Relevance – the right tools for the job?  

• Usability & “findability”– keywords, 

categories 

• Summary statement format and content 
 

• Support for using methods and tools 

• Links to user stories/feedback, webcasts 

• Spotlight on Methods and Tools webinar 

series with CHNET-Works!  

 Feb 10 Jane Gibson - IWH’s KT Planning Guide 
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How do you access KT  

Methods and Tools in the Registry? 
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NCCMT Knowledge Broker, Kirsten Sears, (right) demonstrating how to use the 

NCCMT website at a workshop in Winnipeg, MB, March 2011. 



Searching the Registry 

Search 
Page 

Keywords 

Activity, Title, 
Author, etc. 

Browse 
Page 

Categories 

Method/Tool, Stage,  

KT Activity 
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www.nccmt.ca 
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Searching the Registry:  

A Recent Example 
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NCCMT’s Jackie Muresan and Jenny Yost with 

workshop participants in Whitehorse, YT,  March 2011. 

• As part of creating an 

evidence planning 

framework, a network 

member was looking for a 

tool to assess stakeholder 

perspectives.  
 

• We recommended a 

resource for conducting a 

stakeholder analysis.  
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Connect with us! 
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NCCMT team members, at Community 

Health Nurses Canada conference, Halifax, 

NS, May 2011. 

• Send methods/tools for our 

Registry 

• Join our Network 

• Share on our online forum 

• Join our webinars about KT 

methods and tools 

• CHNET-Works! Feb 10 – 

Jane Gibson 

 

 

 

 



 

 

www.nccmt.ca (English) or www.ccnmo.ca (French) 

 

Contact us for more information: 
nccmt@mcmaster.ca  
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See our website to access  

The Registry of Methods and Tools 
 

NCCMT team members, at CHNC conference, Halifax, NS, 

May 2011. 

http://www.nccmt.ca/
http://www.ccnmo.ca/
mailto:jabrown@mcmaster.ca

